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Oil in them thar seas’?

eyond free publicity for Meryl Streep, what are the main benefits from ...
the current escalation over the Malvinas and what are the motives and

issues lurking behind the rhetoric and the protests? Perhaps these
questions are best answered by identifying the trigger beyond the immedi-
ate spur of the Duke of Cambridge’s arrival for search-and rescue training on
the dlsputed islands. Does the tension stem from a compulsion to react to
the upcoming 30th anniversary of the 1982 South Atlantic war, true to a feel:
ing that 20 years might be nothing (in the words of the tango) but after 30
yearsitis high time that thislast vestige of 19th century colonialism be buried?
Or (apart from the need to seek a political distraction from economic diffi-
culties in both countries, as explored in Thursday’s editorial) are we missing

the real substance of the conflict if we focus on the sovereignty hackles and .

national pride aroused by this year’s anniversary — did not the current ten-
sion really begin half a decade ago when speculation as to South Atantic oil
intensified (it is perhaps no accident that the Royal Navy’s only other de-
stroyer as ultra-modern as HMS Dauntless to be dispatched this year has
been sent to the Persian Gulf)?

South Atlantic oil might seem a far more rational motive than nationalis-
tic bravado (especially with the increasing need for energy imports) but there
could be a case for arguing that such lines of geo-strategic thinking are not

very much less outdated than colonialism. If the government is genuinely

interested in boostmg its fossil fuel potential, it would have much more im-

mediate prospects in really developing the almost billion barrels of shale oil.. - -
in Vaca Muerta, Neuquén, announced by YPE only ‘three months ago (not - -

the first announcement of this kind) rather.than offshore South Atlantic oil.
There seems an insiifficieiit appreciation of how much “fracking” stands to
revolutionize global energy equations — thus the United States is rapidly
moving from near exhaustion to being the world’s third oil producer (so much

are We back to the future here that some of the most intense shale oil activ- -
ityis close to the long-exhausted Pennsylvanian conventional oilfields where:
John D. Rockefeller began his career over 150 years ago). “Fracking” shale oil® .| -
might end up triggering the same environmental protests recently stalling

Andean mining from those unconvinced that the threat to the
has been resolved but at the very least it is worth a closer look.

Yet regardless of whether patriotic nostalgia or economic: hotives unde
ly this dispute, the most important thing is that everybody keeps their heads

Petréleo profundo

JE as alld de aportarle publicidad gratuita'a Meryl Streep, ;cudles son
1| losbeneficios principalés de la escalada actual en torno alas Malvi-

V AL nas, ycudles son los motivos y problemas que subyacen esa retori-

ca y protestas? Tal vez se pueda responder mejor a estas.preguntas si iden-
tificamos el detonante, mds alld del impacto inmediato de la legada del

duque de Cambridge para un entrenamiento como piloto de rescate enlas

islas disputadas. ;Las tensiones provienen de un impulsopor feaccionar ante
lo que pronto serd el 30° aniversario de la Guerra del Atlantico Sur, respon-
diendo alaidea de que quizds 20 afios no es nada (corno dice el tango), pero
que después de 30 afios, llego la hora de enterrar este tiltimo vestigio de colo-

~nialismo del siglo XIX? ;0 puede ser que (ademds de la necesidad de buscar
unadistraccién politica ante las dificultades econémicas en ambos paises,
aspecto que abordamos en el editorial del jueves) estemos ignorando laver-
dadera esencia del conflicto cuando nos concentramos en los reclamos de
‘soberania y el orgullo nacional suscitados por-el aniversario de este afio?
;Acaso la tension actual no comenzé realmente mias de media-década atrds,
cuando se intensificé la especulacién por &l petréleo en el Atldntico Sur
(quizds no sea casualidad que el tinico otro destructor tan ultra-moderno
como el HMS Dauntless despachado por la Marina Real este afio haya sido
enviado al Golfo Pérsico)?

El petréleo en el Atldntico Sur podria parecer un motivo mucho més
racional que la bravuconerfa nacionalista (especialmente con la necesidad
cada vez mayor de importaciones de energia), pero podria haber argumen-
tos que indiquen que esta clase de pensamiento geoestratégico no ha ca-
ducado mucho menos que el colonialismo..Si el gobierno realmente tiene
interés en aumentar sus reservas de combustible f6sil, tendrfa posibilidades
mucho mds inmediatas en el desarrollo de los casi mil millones de barriles
de petréleo de esquisto en Vaca Muerta (Neuquén) anunciado por YPF sélo
tres meses atrds (y no ha sido el primer anuncio de este tipo), en vez del
petréleo submarino del Atldntico Sur. Parece haber poca comprension de
cuénto el método de fractura hidrdulica podrd revolucionar las ecuaciones
energéticas globales; en este sentido, Estados Unidos estd superando rdpi-
damente la amenaza del agotamiento para convertirse pronto en el tercer
productor mundial de petréleo (hemos vuelto al futuro hasta tal punto que
algunas de las actividades tds intensas para extraer petréleo de esquisto se
desarrollan cerca de los campos petroliferos convencionales de Pennsylva-
nia, agotados hace mucho tiempo, y donde John D. Rockefeller comenzo su
carrera hace més de 150 afios). El método de fractura hidrdulica parala ex-
traccién de ese petréleo quizds termine provocando las mismas protestas
ambientales que postergaron recientemente la explotacién minera andina

" entre aquellos que no estdn convencidos de que la amenaza a las napas
acufferas haya sido resuelta, pero merece al menos un andlisis mds detenido.

Sin embargo, mds alld de que la disputa sea impulsada por la nostal-
gia patriética o los motivos econdmicos, lo més importante es que to-
dos mantengan la calma.

MALVINAS
Concerning Tony Merkin’s letter

_.published on January 28, entitled -

“Malvinas,” ﬁrsﬂyI believe that there
is not a single piece of land in the
planet worthlosinglives forina con-
flict. Another thing could be fight-
ing foryour freedom and for the free-

dom of people for whom you care.

Also to defend the place where you

_live and your ancestors lived and

your children and grandchildren
would want to live under their own
rules in the future.

Andjustfor thatreasonI thmkMr
Merkin is completely wrong when
he concludes that the solution to the
problem is not as simple as decid-
ing to respect the self-determina-
tion of theisland inhabitants. On the
contrary, I believe the only possibil-

ity under the international law of -

human rights is to ask the islanders
what they really want. They are the
only true subjects to-decide their

- present and their future.

Even United Nations resolution
2065, which Argentine authorities

‘invoke to claim negotiations about

the Malvinas/Falkland issue, states
very clearly that the “invitation” to

‘thé governments of Argentina and

the Umted Kingdom tofind a peace-

] the provisions and ob-
ves of the United Nations Char-
and GeneralAssembly Resolution
1514 (XV) (Declaration on the grant-
ing of independence to colonial
countries and peoples) and the in-
terests of the population.”
_ Tknow perfectly that my country
(Argentina) differentiates between
“interests” and “wishes” but this is
not consistent because it is impossi-
ble to care for the rights of individu-
als without asking where they think
their interests lie. Sadly, I must add
that the presidential assertion last
Wednesday 25 sounds very cynical
when we hear “discussions over the
Malvinas do not mean the islanders
have to cease to be British.”
My quick answeris: Of course, itis

. against interational law to modify

the citizenship of any person! The
question to resolve is that the is-

-landers do not want Argentine au-

thorities in their land and they pre-
fer to remain under British rule. The

' international law of human rights -

protects them to “freely determine
their political status and freely pur-

sue their econormic, social and cul- .

tural development.” (UN General As-

- sembly Resolution 1514 (XV)).

So if the government of my coun-
try really has honest intentions for
the benefit of the individuals who
compose Argentina and does not
have the unrealistic aim to achieve
geo-strategic objectives to position
the country in a better rank of re-
gional leadership, it would face the
Malvinas/Falklands situation in an-
other way, trying to find a solution
under the modern rules of interna-
tional humanitarian law.

Gity

Alejandro G. Cowes
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Some years ago then Radical Sen-
ator Rodolfo Terragno published a
piece in a local newspaper com-
menting on a number of memos,

nto the problemls ‘bear-

notes and opinions on file at Britain's
Foreign Office referring to the exireme
doubtswhich British diplomacyheld
regarding the situation of the Malvi-
nas/Falkland Islands. In fact one
memo almostwent ontosaythat the
British sovereignty stance was inde-

- fensibie. The blanket refusal of the

United Kingdom to sit down to talks
asthewholeworld (and nowthe Unit-
ed States as well) is demanding, is
probably to avoid the airing of this
damning documentation.

As for the Kelpers’ seeming confi-
dence in the UK proimise to defend
them against all odds, they perhaps
should recall what happened to the
islanders of Diego Garcia. Duringthe
Second World War the United States
Air Force decided that this Indian

.Oean colony of Britain was useful for

its purposes. However, they wanted
theisland without natives of any sort.
Britain obligingly exported each and
everyislanderwithout a single effort
tolisten to their opinions on the mat-
ter. Their desires didn't mean a thing.

Most are still endeavouring to return -

to their ancestral homes.
San Isidro :
Howard Nelson
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How nice it is to have well-inten-
tioned people such as Mr. Merkin
from Canada take their time to write

tothe Heraldon the Falklands/ Mal—
‘vinas issue. o

Mz Merkin, for the fun of it, lets
pretend that youlive on the islands.
How would you feel if you read in

‘the papers such gems about Ar-

gentina as: The country hasa long
history of not respecting the inter-
national treaties it signs. The gov-
ernments freely and repeatedly dis-
obey their own laws and Constitu-
tion. No surprise that they defaulted
ontheir international debt six times:
1830, 1890, 1915, 1930, 1982, 2002.
How would you feel if your govern-
ment “nationalized” yout private re-.
tirement fund and then replaced the
moneyin it with government bonds?

Would you feel comfortable if the
government cheated on practically
all its statistics? Just take one sample:
INDEC, the government statistics bu-
reay, once highly respected, has an-
nounced that 2011 inflation was 9.7%
while private consultants say it was:
23%.The Argentine economyis based
on agriculture, right? Well, in No-
vember, when the planting of the soy
and corn crops was beginning, they
prohibited the importation of fertil-
izer and agri-chemicals.-

Want to urgently import a spare
part for a key machine in your fac-
tory? Oops, sorry, you have to file in
the forms, justify the origin of the
money and, hopefully, who knows
with what delay, you can bringin the
spare. If in the meantime, you cant
produce anything, well that’s your
fault. I could go on for houss listing
things the government has done but
you get the point, don't you? Would
you want to be under such a gov-
ernment? Should the islanders have

to? The islanders have a remarkably
democratic govemmentwinch Seermns

to be doing its job well. Would you

bewilling to changeit for the type of
government Argentina has, knowing
that whatever they promised you,
they could change at any moment?

Rio Gailegos
P Daws
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Your article on Saturday January
28 on the Australian Embassy’s Aus-

tralia Day celebrations reported that
guests enjoyed Australian favourites
such as Vegemite rolls and that a lo-
cal band played covers by Midnight
Qil, INXS and Crowded House.
AsaNew ZealanderIamlongac-
customed to the appropriation by
our Aussie cousins of our national
icons and heroes and now it seems
they are coveting our music too as
Crowded House’s lead singer and
songwriter Neil Finn and his prin-
cipal collaborators (his son Liam,

brother Tim and Eddie Rayner) are -

all Kiwi to the core and live in New
Zealand. It’s true Crowded House
has some Australian members and
that it has enjoyed much success in
Australia butits artisticheart and in-

spiration are firmly rooted in New -

Zealand. _
The Aussies have long since ap-
propriated our delicious national

meringue-style dessert the Pavlova -

(invented in NZ in the 1920s when
the famed Russian ballerina visited
there), the Jandal/Thong/Flip Flop
(a Japanese-style plastic sandal
patented in- NZ by Morris Yock in
1957), that picnic essential the poly-
styrene “Chilly Bin”, our actors Sam
Neill & Russell Crowe and the most
famous racehorse of all ime Phar
Lap but to imply Crowded House is

. Australian as your article does isa

bridge too far!

To get the jump on those tricky
Au551es before they get : around to
the opportunity to state for the
record that the man who first split
the atom, Ernest Rutherford, the

: conqueror of Mount Everest Ed-

mund Hillary, opera divas Kiri Te
Kanawa & Frances Aldar, film-mak-
ers Jane Campion, Peter Jackson,
Lee Tamahori & Roger
Donaldson, actresses Lucy Law-
less and Oscar-winning Anna Pa-
quin, writers Katherine Mansfield &
Janet Frame, rocket-scientist William
Pickering, the aviation pioneer who

arguably flew a year before the

Wright brothers, Richard Pearse, the
man who saved London in the Bat-
tle of Britain, Keith Park, aviatrix Jean
Batten, the first man to run a mile

s

ynder four itiites Petersnell, the
inventor of jogging Arthur Iydiard,
Whitbread & Americas Cup winners
Peter Blake & Russell Coutts, super-
model Rachel Hunter, twice winner
of the Vietoria Cross, Charles Up-
ham, champion golfer Bob Charles,
painters Frances Hodgkins & Colin
McCahon, Formula One champion
Denny Hulme, rugby legends Colin
Meads & Jonah Lomu, cricketer
Richard Hadlee and the inventor of
bungy jumping AJ Hackett are New
Zealanders and we are very pr{)ud
of them all.

Thope this letterwill serve asashot .

across the bows and stop those

Aussies claiming any more of our he-

roes. Heaven knows Australia has

enoughworthy heroes of its own and

it's just pure greed that they want all

ours too!

Wellington, New Zealand

Thomas Stewart Manning

Ed. Weren't kiwi fruit once known

as Chinese gooseberries but who are
we to gainsay New Zealand with
Waitangi Day the day after tomor-
row? May we take this opportunity

to greet all Kiwi readers ahead of

their national day and ask thern to
accept Mr. Manning’s letter in lieu

of a fuller articlewhich holiday staff -

shortages hindered but which New
Zealand undoubtedly deserves af-
ter last year’s magnificent Rugby
World Cup.




